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FROM THE RECTOR

Grace Episcopal Church
106 Lowell Street
Manchester, NH 03101
Tel (603) 622-9813
Fax (603) 669-6044
gracechurch@attglobal.net
www.gracechurchmanchester.org

Clergy
The Rev. Charles Blauvelt, Rector

The Rev. Grace Burson, Curate
The Rev. Joan Barr Smith, Deacon
The Rev. Robert Swanson, Pastoral Assistant

Vestry
Dwight Simmons, Warden Nancy-Ann Feren, Warden
Kelley Muir, Clerk Warren Koch, Treasurer

Richard Feren, Assistant Treasurer

2007-2010 Anne Harvey, David Kjellander, David Preece
2008-2011 Ed High, Janet Knab, Susan Tonnar
2009-2012 Ellen Zimmerman, Sharon Steadman, Richard Nelson

Staff
Mark Cleveland, Director of Music
Carter Beck, Organist
Christine Anderson, Church School Coordinator
Marlene Thompson, Administrative Assistant,
Emery Freethey, Sexton
Lydia Adams, Parish Visitor
Susan Senneville, Nursery Care Giver

Newsletter
Lauren Collins
Lauren6997@yahoo.com

Next Newsletter Deadline
November 15, 2009



http://us.mc562.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=gracechurch@attglobal.net
http://www.gracechurchmanchester.org/
http://us.mc562.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Lauren6997@yahoo.com

PROPERTY NOTES

Doug Chamberlain, Chair
Grace Church Property Committee

M FALL AROUND GRA

* Mark your calendars for these upcomir

Prior to the Committeebs October

Engineering treated Committee members to a tour of the new Art Institute
complex. The Committee also inspected work being performed courtesy of
the Institute on Grace House and its front yard and garage, which should be
completed by the time the complex opens in mid-October. The Committee
has recommended that we supplement this work by covering the remainder
of the north wall of Grace House with siding and engaging a mason to per-
form needed repairs to the Grace House chimneys, along with other, more
minor items to be attended to as time, weather and funds permit.

W. B. Ready has completed repairs to the Chapel roof, and the trees on the
Lowell Street side of the Church have been pruned. A proposal to engage
Matrix Cleaning Co. to strip and wax the vinyl floors in certain areas of the
Parish House has been approved. The Committee is soliciting snow re-
moval proposals for the upcoming winter. The heating system appears to
be in good order and ready for action, and the recent decline in gas prices

wi || hopefully moderate the Pari

will be lending the Parish a vertical lift that can be used to remove the bal-
loons that have been entangled in the Church ceiling fans since the Dr Seuss
breakfast (at last!), and to permit replacement of light bulbs illuminating the
Chancel.

The Parish has welcomed its newest tenant, the Amoskeag Quilters Guild.
Dick Feren, with the help of Bruce Thomas, is spearheading a project to
photograph all areas of the Church and their contents for insurance, security
and inventory purposes. Finally, the Committee would like to thank Doug
Chamberlain, Dana Harvey, Ed High, Peter Kelley, Allan Knight, Bob
Swanson, Bruce Thomas, Jim Thomas and everyone else who volunteered
to help with lawn mowing, cleaning out the garage, constructing compost
bins for the Grace House garden and other projects this summer.

The Committee next meets on November 3 at 7 pm in the Church Library.
All interested parishioners are welcome. Questions and concerns related to
property matters may also be emailed to the Committee at prop-
erty(@gracechurchmanchester.org. We look forward to hearing from you!
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WELLNESS MINISTRY 8 NOVEMBER 7th

Overwhelmed by the debates on Healthcare Reform? Not sure what
to do to stay healthy? Come join the Wellness Ministry Team in the
Grace Church library on Saturday Nov. 7" from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.

The first in a series of Health Self-Care Seminars will focus on can-
cer avoidance strategies and bone health issues. For more informa-
tion, contact Dr. Ernie Marino at 673-8697 or emvision-
ary@comecast.net.

Save Now, Support Later!

Creation Team To Sponsor All-Church Rummage Sale

The Creation Team has decided that our spring project will be to follow-up
with an idea originating with Stewardship: to set up a rummage sale, or flea
market, for next April. De-cluttering and recycling are worthy goals, and
providing a cheap resource for items people need or enjoy is also a benefit.

The sale would be open to the public, and be located both outside on the
courtyard and indoors in the Great Hall. We suggest that maybe the youth
group would like to sell food, such as pastries and coffee in the morning,
and hot dogs and soda later in the day.

We are preparing a Plan of Action, which we will share with all interested
parties.
sell from our
store your donations until we ask for them. We will be accepting household
items, decorative items, and clothing, as well as books, videos, and CDs.
Please, only good condition and working order, and no major appliances,
computers, electronics, or couches. If you have questions, please contact
Anne Harvey or other members of the Creation Team.

Webre giving notice now
pari sh member si.and We 0
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Curateds Corner, November

A few different things recently have got me thinking about the concept of
Atelling the storyo. One is tha
new curriculum, a felt board cal
dren to build a vocabulary of scriptural images as the teachers move the

felt pieces around the board while telling the story. You may have seen

the ACreationo tableau on the bl
wonder ful tool for Christian for
my mot her designed it é) that he
in the stories of our faith.

Also, as [ write this on a Tuesday in October, I just preached at the 12:15
service about the story of Philip the Evangelist and the Ethiopian eunuch
(Acts 8:26-40). In this story, Philip meets the Ethiopian, an important
court official, as he travels along in a chariot. The Ethiopian is reading a
scroll of the prophet Isaiah and asks Philip to interpret this mysterious
text to him. Next thing you know, the Ethiopian is pointing out a pool of
water by the road and asking to be baptized T a request with which Philip
promptly complies, and goes on his way rejoicing.

In the 21 century, we tend to think that baptism requires a bit more
preparation than some informal conversation in a chariot driving along

the road! And yet, one of the things we most deeply hope will happen in

our church community is that newcomers will be quickly and fully

brought into the life of the parish and will find God there. How do we

create the kind of church where people will pass us by on the road and
say, iLook, here is water! Wh at

I suspect it has to do with finding reliable, compelling ways to tell our
stories. Like the children captivated by the bright colors and shapes on
the blue felt board, we want people we encounter to find something fasci-
nating and enticing in the life of faith. But in order for that to happen,
there needs to be a Philip. Each one of us at Grace Church has to be a
Philip T willing to sit down in a chariot with a stranger and answer his or
her questions about God and this strange story that claims to reveal God.
For that to happen, Christian instruction and formation needs to happen 1
not just in Sunday school with the felt board (as much fun as that is!) but
throughout our lives. It happens in worship, but it also needs to happen in
adult forums, small groups, prayer circles, and fellowship tables. We
need to learn the story of our faith and tell our stories to each other.
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Grace Church Shaw
by Linda Chamberlain

The knitters at Grace are continuing to turn out shawls for those who are
ill or bereaved, as well as giving the newly baptized mittens, booties, hats
or shawls. Soon we will be knitting mittens, hats and scarves for the Giv-
ing Tree.

Wedbve gotten involved with a gro
diers. We were asked to provide a prayer shawl or two to the chaplain at
Dover Air Force Base. Groups around the country are participating in this
effort. Shawls will be given to grieving families when they are receiving

their deceased loved ones. This month, we sent our first two shawls and

have received this note in thanks:

Please convey my appreciation to the members of the Grace Church
Shawl Knitters for the beautiful prayer shawls that they sent me in re-
sponse to a request | sent out through Prayer Shawl 4 Fallen Soldiers.
The prayer shawls are lovely and are obviously a work of love. | will be
honored to offer them to the families as they come to witness the Dignifie
Transfer of their loved ones as they are returned to American soil from
Afghanistan and Irag.

Chaplain (LTC) David Sorensen

Dover Army Liaison Family Support Chaplain
Army Family Support Center

1654 N. DuPont Way

Dover, DE 19901

The group is pleased to be a part of this ministry in the wider world.
If you or someone you know is suffering, or if there is a special event you

are celebrating, and you would like a prayer shawl, please contact me at
668-3183 or call Marlene at the church office.
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Providentially, many new things are happening at Grace Church that, in
various ways, encourage us to learn the story, find our place in it, and tell it
to others. The new 5:30 PM Sunday service and discussion; the centering
prayer group; the fellowship dinners; and certainly the adult bible studies
between services on Sunday, all encourage this kind of learning and forma-

tion. I f you havendt checked any
And then when someone rides by and asks for an interpretation I or about
baptism!Ty ou 6 | | be ready.

I n Gododés peace,

Grace

GIVING TREE 2009
¢ ®

Al't hough ités only the beginning of

been busy planning the Christmas Giving Tree project to help make the
holidays special for needy children from McDonough and Wilson Schools
and a few families at The Way Home. Grace Church parishioners have
been extremely generous in the

On Sunday, November 15 a tree will be set up with paper mittens listing
Christmas wishes of the children. Choose a mitten from the tree and shop
for an item or items listed on the mitten. You are not expected to buy eve-
rything on the list. While we understand that some of you would like to buy
as much as possible for children in need, we are trying to make the distribu-
tion of gifts more equitable with a maximum three gifts per child. If you
really want to buy more, consider taking a second mitten or contributing
additional money so that we can purchase gifts for the inevitable latecomers
who thought they would be able to afford gifts and at the last minute dis-
cover that there is no money left for Christmas.

Wrap your gifts and return them to church by December 6 so we can ar-
range for delivery. If you cannot shop personally but would like to help
with a donation, please give it to any member of the Outreach Committee or
the church office no later than November 29.

As the paper mittens disappear, replace them with real hats and mittens
which will be delivered to the schools after Christmas. We--and the chil-
dren--really appreciate your help!

pas



Take A Millennium Moment . . .
a reflection on the Miflennium Development Goals (MDGS)

1 .
J& Goal 8 Global Partnership
2 w United Nations estimates that unfair trade
@ "ﬁzr’ rules deny poor countries $700 billion

rnnmnu GENDER
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PRIMARY EDUGATION  EMPOWER WOMEN CHiLo MoRTALITY
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every year. Less than 0.01 percent of this
@u% could save the sight of 30 million people.
In 1970, 22 of the world's richest coun-
tries pledged to spend 0.7 percent of their
national income on aid. In 2004, only five
countries have kept that promise. The
United States gives less than .2 percent. The poorest 49 countries
make up 10 percent of the world's population but account for only 0.4
percent of world trade. Their share has been reduced by 50 percent
since 1980.

Millennium Development Goal 8 is to develop a global partnership for
development. Itis not a sexy goal; it is the hard work of the broad
view. It is focused on policy, coordination, partnerships and informa-
tion. It addresses systemic issues of imbalance that are hard to ad-
dress at the local level when the focus is on a single problem such as
food production.

Local and international instability and chaos can frustrate any attempts
to deal with health, food or other issues. Good governance, infrastruc-
ture and order are necessary. The local government must be able and
willing to support the effort. Through Goal 8, organizations work with
governments and NGOs to promote needed solutions. Furthermore, ac-
countability is essential to effectively using our funds.

The problem of severe poverty can not be addressed without partner-
ships. As an example, farmers can not succeed if malaria keeps them
and their families sick or the cost of fertilizer is so high they can not
afford it. If large grain producing nations gain access to the local mar-
kets and are able to sell the grain at far less than can be produced lo-
cally. The local farmer is not going to succeed.

And then there is a third community, and a third place to serve. My husband
grew up in the panhandle of Florida, and we have a house on his portion of
the family farm. We live on a dirt road in an extremely rural area. I am dea-
con at St. Matthewos
country town in the midst of the Bible Belt. There are very few Episcopalians
in that part of the country. Supposedly we spend the winter six months of the
year, but since | was diagnosed with leukemia last March, I have not been
there at all Al t hough | cert ai
for letting the people of St
preaching and liturgical duties there, too. I love the people, who have been
very welcoming to me, a Yankee, which is what they call any one from north
of the Mason-Dixon Line. There is an average of 35 people in the congrega-
tion each Sunday, and the vicar is an 80 year old, retired, and unpaid priest.
There are far fewer opportunities for service, although there is a serious need
for help in a poor county with very few governmental or not-for-profit ser-
vices. The gospel belongs in the rural southeast of our country, and I am
privileged to be able to carry it there.

Even though itdéds a wonder ful opp
three different parts of the cou
anywhere for long enough to carry through on projects, and I feel torn each
time that [ have to leave one place and the people there. I have pastoral rela-
tionships that it hurts me to leave. I have developed dear friends here. This is
the only way | 6ve been able to f
serve as deacon in my church. Now that it is time to leave New Hampshire
for six months, I am feeling the pain of leaving.

Now it is time for me to go into
love to all of you. You will be in my prayers I look forward to being back in
May , and shar.i A you Chri st
do *‘ do' o
@ » ‘ e
-FOOD DONATIONS-

Grace Church donates food items to the soup kitchen (3 blocks from our
church), which is in need of food items. When you go to the store, would you
pick up a few items and bring it
and great way to share with others. The food will go to the kitchen when the
box at church is full. Thank you in advanced of you thoughtfulness.

" Linda R. Heath

Church in Chi
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The De ac on o6 oanBarnSmmhh Also, Millennium Goal 8 deals with the issue of fairness. If fertilizer in
third world countries costs multiple times more than fertilizer in the

Jesus told us to go out i nto t he Uu.s. , how can farmers compete? The

tirely sure that he meant for us to do what I do, but I like to think that because we can be more efficient but there are many hidden subsidies.

maybe this is my own personal way of serving him. I have the best situa- The fairness of this competition is suspect.

tion for serving as a deacon, in terms of being part of three Christian com-

munities, and carrying a message in three different dioceses. Balancing fairness is not simple. At home, high fuel prices have led to an
embrace of more ethanol production A part of the reason for signifi-

You all know Grace Church, an urban Episcopal church in a small cant shifts from food production to ethanol production. In the past

(although the largest in the state) city in New England. It is an old church,
part of the Manchester community for a century and a half. There are

many urban outreach ministries, a rector and a curate with wonderful pas-
toral, liturgical and preaching gifts. Many possibilities for parish activi-

ties exist, which provide opportunities for establishing community. There
is an active and | oyal congregat
lished pastoral and cooperative relationships.

year, food riots broke out in several countries over the high cost of
food. Large subsidies for food grain based fuels contributes to the
problems in feeding the poor in other countries.

Congress is looking at issues of predatory lending, lax regulations,
greed and other contributors. The indebtedness of poor countries is
very similar. Debt forgiveness may be the least expensive way to ad-

For me it is a new church. I asked to be assigned here after my ordination dress resources in some countries.

in 2008. |l 6d had no connection

spending two summers in Vermont. Unfair trade systems, crippling debt and limited access to markets all
since the year 2000, when I started seeing Wayne. Our basic plan is to prevent growth and opportunity for all people. We can overcome many
spend most of the six months from May 1 to October 31 in New Hamp- of these challenges if we:

Shire, where we live in Deerfield. We live out in the Country here, on a ﬂ Deve|op further an open, rule -based, predictab|e, non -

beautiful wooded lot. There are exciting things about starting at a new discriminatory trading and financial system.

church, in a new diocese, in a new part of the country, a real upper. I love

. o . Address the special needs of the least developed countries.
it here. The gospel is alive, and I get to do my best to serve it as a deacon, J P P

1 Address the special needs of landlocked developing countries and

and | ead people into Christds se

small island developing States.
I need to leave soon. I will be going for the month of November to Evans- 9 Deal comprehensively with the debt problems of developing coun-
ton, IL, an urban suburb adjacent to the city of Chicago, and on the shores tries through national and international measures in order to make debt
of Lake Michigan. ld6ve | ived th sustainable in the long term.
miles away. '6m canonically res 1 In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to
moved to Evanston | 6ve been atte

affordable essential drugs in developing countries.

were baptized there, acolytes and choir members, and were married there. _ ) _ _ )
9 In cooperation with the private sector, make available the benefits

The congregation is similar but slightly smaller than at Grace, and the par-

ish is over a hundred years old. My connections there go back almost fifty of new technologies, especially information and communications.

years. | was mayor of Evanston for eight years and on the City Council for

eight years before that. Evanst It seems overwhel ming, doesné6t it?
life. The arrangement with the Bishop of Chicago and the Interim Rector the things we can do locally is to buy Fair Trade Coffee, such as Bish-

of St. Marko6s is that | will spe ops Blend coffee. By doing this, you can not only can you save lives and
in Evanston. I have pastoral, liturgical, outreach and preaching responsi- transform communities. We can make a difference.

bilities there. There, too, I serve as a leader in servant ministry, and at-
tempt to carry the gospel to the people of the northern suburbs of Chicago.
10 7



A r ¢ h | Vv | Sﬁtbﬁ I_se m’amam er fi Ma ¥s & be of the brave company of saints who

have worshipped here in spirit and in truth;

. . . ) through the voices of men and the instruments of praise,
This month is the third and final column of a three-part series. We ended giveust 0 | i ft our hearts to thee.

last month with the building of the Carpenter Memorial Parish House which Author Unknown
was dedicated in 1912. This is the parish house we use today that houses

the Great Hall, library, classrooms and church offices. Thanks and credit for much of the local history in this column go to Grace

Holbrook Blood and her book Manchester on the Merrimack.

World War I broke out in 1914 and by 1917, thirty-seven members of Grace
Church had enlisted, many serving in Battery A, New Hampshire Field Ar-

tillery who served fisomewher™® in

United States Field Artillery. Among those serving were Capt. George M. I:> ; ; ; <:|
Watson, MD, and Miss Annie Bruce, RN, both of whom served in the Hos- Nom/nat/ng Committee

pital Corps. Here at home, many women worked untiringly making surgi- . . . i i
cal dressings and knitting. Dr . The nominating committee is seeki.

nalize the slate of vestry and convocation delegates. If you would
like to serve or know of someone who would like to serve, please let
a nominating committee member or Fr. Charles know. According to
the by-laws, vestry members and convention delegates shall be con-
firmed voting members of the congregation, 18 years or older, who
support its ministry and mission through a yearly pledge. Vestry
members serve for a 3 year term and are expected to be a liaison to

original portion of the church altar rail.

World War II saw many members of Grace Church serving in the military.
Rupert Lovering served his country during this war. He joined the Army
when he was 22 and served as a Sergeant in Headquarters Company, First
U.S. Army, from 1942 until 1945 in the European Theater of Operations.
Mr. Lovering returned to Manchester after the war and served Grace

Church as a Warden from 1956 until 1961 and as Treasurer from 1966 until a committee and attend monthly vestry meetings (except for August).
his death in 1969. Upon his death he left his house and all its contents to Convention delegates serve a two year term and shall attend all
the church. Convocation and Diocesan Convention functions. The nominating

committee would like to thank you in advance for your thoughtful-

Seven of those men from Grace Church who served their country in World ness and consideration of this important mission.

War II were killed and one was reported missing in action. 1% Lt. Nicker-

son Blood, Army Air Corps, was killed in a plane accident in Waco, Texas Your nominating committee:

on January 31, 1943 and his younger brother, 1* Lt. Rogers Blood, U.S. Ellen Zimmerman 432-3810 Sally DOUgI_aSS_ 669-2677
Marine Corps, was killed in the landings at Eniwetok on Feb. 18, 1944. EQ' Doyle ~ 289-2820 Sue Bochinski  232-5395
Both young men had sung in the parish choir for several years and Rogers Dick Knab  624-5745 Anne Harvey 434-9863
Bl ood had al so been active in Yol

Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Blood, gave the black wrought iron votive candle

stand which stands in the chapel to the church in 1945 in memory of their A C all FOI' USheI'S

sons.

——We are looking for people to serve at the 8:00 and 10:30 services.
If you are new to the church, a long standing member, or a young person,
we ask you to consider becoming an usher. This is a great way to serve
your church with you time and talent! If you are interested in joining the
group of ushers please call Linda R. Heath at 627-3816.

All of these people, Joel Taylor, Georgia and Josiah Carpenter, Nickerson
and Rogers Blood, George Watson, Annie Bruce, Rupert Lovering and
many others who have worshipped here and gone before us remain part and
parcel of Grace Church. They, like us, are the church.



